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Exodus 19:2-8a; Psalm 100; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35-10:23 

Have you ever said yes to a job offer,
Before you really knew

What you were getting into?

You’ve been offered the job,
And it is one you think you want,

Or know that you need.

You’ve said yes,

But then it begins to hit you

That you don’t really know very much
About what you have just said yes to.
You know the name of the company, school or hospital.

You’ve met your future boss,

At least the person you think will be your boss.

You’ve met the people.

They seemed nice enough.

Someone showed you a job description,
But it was filled with all those vague words

That personnel managers like to use.

Words like organize, develop, collaborate. 

They told you what time to come in.

They showed you where to park.

You know you will have a partner,
But you haven’t met her yet.

Basically you are clueless about what you just said YES to.

All night you lay in bed twisting and turning,

Every time you start to fall asleep another question pops up. 

What’s it really going to be like to work there?
What do people expect me to do?

Do I have the right qualifications?

Am I going to like the people?

Are they going to like me?

The answerless questions are endless,

But you are committed to showing up the next morning. 

You’ve said YES!

Your saying yes to a job 
You don’t really understand,

Is not very different from 

What people did 

In the Exodus and Matthew stories  that we heard this morning.
In the Exodus story,

Moses tells the people

That God wants them to be his holy people,

Or in other words

Come, be my people are who are special and set apart.  

All the people have to do 

Is obey God’s voice

And keep God’s covenant.

Now this is about as vague a job description
As you could possibly get.

It is almost as if God is saying,

Do everything that I am going to ask you to do,

And keep up your end of the bargain,

By the way, I have not yet told you 

What I expect from you.

Note that God does not give Moses the Ten Commandments
Until the next chapter of Exodus—Chapter 20.

Yet the people of Israel say YES, an enthusiastic YES,
Everything God has asked for, we will do.

Sure, whatever, we will do it.

Say YES now,

Ask questions later.  It’s all about YES
In the Matthew Gospel,

Jesus has been out and about,

Teaching, casting out demons, healing

And proclaiming Good News.

He sees these crowds of people

Who all need help.

Jesus has compassion for the people,
But he knows that he can’t do it all by himself,

So he summons the twelve people who are called his disciples.

They are a motley crew.

Among them are a tax collector,

Who is presumably a Roman loyalist;
A Cananaean, who opposed the Roman government;

And someone whom Jesus knows is going to betray him

Certainly not a group

That you would pick to be your loyal followers,
Or the your close knit co-workers. 

But variation in this group is probably not much different
From the mix of people you might find in any church today. 

There are those who support the government

And those who protest against it.

There are those you can really trust

And those you work with, but don’t feel comfortable with.

Jesus chose them,

Just as they were,

Filled with sin and differences,

Just as Jesus chooses us despite our faults and failings.

Jesus had a job for them,

Which it looks like they said yes to,
Before THEY got the FULL job description.

This motley crew was summoned and given authority.

They had signed onto the work detail!

And then Jesus began to give them instructions and the job description.

You are to cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers,

And if that is not enough, 
You are to tangle with demons and cast them out, too.

By the way, this job has no pay associated with it

And there is no spare uniform or foot wear.  

What you see is what you get.

Hopefully those you help, will give you some food,

Because, we have no spare cash to send you off with K-rations.  

This job is a high risk assignment.

You will be like sheep among the wolves,

In other words, you could be dead meat.

You will be questioned by the authorities,

You will be hated,

You might even be flogged or killed,

But not to worry,

If they don’t like you in one town,

There is always the next one to try.

At the foot of Mount Sinai,

God chose the Israelites

And they said yes,
Before they knew what God

Was going to ask them to do.
In Palestine, 1275 years later,
Jesus chose the disciples.

Who also followed and said yes,
Before they knew what it would mean.

They were given the authority of the position,

And sent out on a mission 
Before they knew there was no pay,

Miserable working conditions,

Unpleasant, crooked co-workers

And the chance of punishment or even death.

How about you?

Roughly two millennia after Jesus called the disciples,

God chose you in baptism.

You or your parents and sponsors said yes

Before you really knew what it meant.

God chooses you,
Equips you for mission 

And sends you out.

Here you are, assembled among co-workers,
Who are not of your own choosing,

Some of whom you may not even like.

In some way God has gathered all of you, here,

With your God-given gifts and talents,

And with the faults and weaknesses

You have managed to acquire on your own.

The one thing that unites you

Is the that all of you have been called and chosen.

God’s love has been poured into each of you,

By the Holy Spirit,

So that you can be God’s hands in the world.

It is God’s love,

Not human love that unites you,
And enables you to work with other people

To fulfill the mission to which God calls you.

You may not even like 

The other people whom God has paired you with.

In baptism you were called to say yes

Before you ever saw the fine print. 

Certainly Simon, the Cananaean,

Would not chosen Judas Iscariot, the betrayer,

As the person he wanted go out with

Two by two.

Simon might even have wondered 

What he had done 

To deserve such treatment

And such a lousy partner.

He may have even wanted to quit,
Tell Jesus forget it,

And go back to being a government protestor. 

In baptism,

YOU said yes to living among God’s people,

Even those whom you don’t particularly like.

You said you would hear the word of God and come to God’s holy supper

Even on Sundays when you would rather be out on the lake,

You said yes to proclaiming the good news of Christ,

In word and deed,

Before you realized

That talking about Jesus and how he died for all of us

Was going to be so difficult,

In a world where polite people don’t talk about religion.

You said that you would serve all people,

Following the example of Jesus,

But who knew that some of those people 

Would resist your service

And be down right unpleasant.

You said yes to striving for justice and peace

In all the earth,

But you didn’t understand what that meant

When you live in the most powerful nation on earth.

You’ve said YES

But how are you going fulfill your yes,

And what will it mean for the rest of your life?

The original disciples heard that might be hated

And even killed

Because they followed Jesus.

If, however, they endured,

They would be saved.  

How could they keep on going?

How can we keep on going

When things aren’t as pleasant

As we want them to be?

The original disciples kept going

Because it was Jesus who loved them,

Jesus who taught them,

And Jesus who saved them.

You, too, can keep going,

Despite lousy working conditions and possibly unpleasant co-workers,

Because the love that nourishes you is not human love,

Because the love that saves you, is the love of Jesus Christ,

And because the love that sends you out in mission to the world

Is the love that was given to you,

By the one who died for you,

While you were still a sinner.

You endure because you have the promise

That endurance produces character,

And character produces a hope that does disappoint,
Because that hope is grounded in God’s love through Jesus Christ.
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