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Texts: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 

Today we are receiving a double dose of grace.

We are celebrating both Reformation Sunday,

With its “Only by grace” theme,

And we have also declared this Sunday

To be Grace Giving Sunday.

Grace is one of those uniquely Christian words,

Part of a vocabulary 

That very few of us use in every day speech.   

We have a sense of what grace means,

But most of us would not want

To have to stand up and give a two minute talk

On the its meaning.
One pastor, a braver person than I am,

Once asked the children gathered for the Children’s Message,

If they knew the meaning of grace. 

One little seven year old girl,

Dressed in her Sunday best, waved her hand.

When the pastor called on her.

She stood up, smiled, and said

“Grace is the unmerited favor of God.”

Rather than quitting while he was ahead,

This pastor plowed on ahead and said to her:

Julie, now tell the congregation what that means.

Julie proceeded to turn to the congregation,

Cross her hands over her chest,

And answer, “I don’t have a clue,”

She, then, plopped back down in the pew. 

Many of us may feel the same way about that answer.

“The unmerited favor of God,”

Sounds stiff, formal and out of touch

With the reality of our daily lives.

What does grace really mean to us in our lives today?
If we turn to this morning’s Roman’s text

We get an answer, albeit one, no easier to understand
Than Julie’s answer of “Unmerited favor of God”

St. Paul writes, “Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

They are now justified by his grace as a gift

Through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

This is one of the more difficult passages in Romans!
For a bit of help we can turn to a different version of the Bible

A contemporary translation called The Message,

And get a statement which is a little bit easier to understand.

“23 Since we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as sinners ... 

And proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills for us, 24 God did it for us. 

Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with himself. 

A pure gift. 

He got us out of the mess we’re in

And restored us to where he always wanted us to be. 

And he did it by means of Jesus Christ.”
In other words, Grace means that God, 

Who is generous,

Gets us out of the messes that we get ourselves into,

And ultimately makes us into the people
God would want us to be.
All this is done simply

As a gift given to us through Jesus Christ,

As a result of our baptisms. 

Little Julie’s answer that 

Grace is the unmerited favor of God

Means that because of the faithfulness of Jesus,

We get pulled out of the messes in our lives,
Without our doing anything to deserve it.  

Grace means God’s action in our lives

Is pure gift, with no strings attached.

All right, I can almost hear you saying,

If God’s grace is a gift,
With no strings attached,

What is all of this about Grace Giving Sunday?
If there are no strings attached to grace,

Why are we talking about our giving?
To answer that, we have to start with the premise 

That God does not require or need anything from us.
God has created the entire world.

Everything that surrounds us,

Even the things that we think of as owning,

Or as belonging to us,

In reality belong to God.

God has set us up as stewards or managers,
Of the things in our lives.

In grace, God has touched our lives,

Put us in the middle of unimaginable blessings,

And has also given us the gift

Of being set free from being under the control of sin.

God does not need us to give anything.

Rather we need to give as an act of devotion to God.

We give because God has written God’s love on our hearts.

We have been touched 

By God’s love and God’s grace. 

If the “why we give?”

Is because our hearts have been changed forever by God’s love,
The questions of “Where?,” “How often?,” “How?”, and “How much?”

Simply work themselves out in time. 

If you are in a deep, loving relationship with someone,

And want to give them a gift as token of that love,

You aren’t usually asking yourself questions 

About whether the person needs your gift,

Or how much you should spend?

Rather, you give from the heart.  

Mark Allan Powell tells a story 

In his book “Giving to God.”

About a young boy, who was sent to the florist by his mother,

To buy flowers for their holiday table.

He balked at going because he was embarrassed to be seen

Walking across town, carrying flowers,

Worrying that someone would think that he was a sissy.

Ten years later,

When he was in the first blush of a romantic relationship,

He went to the same florist to buy flowers 

For the woman that he loved.

This time, he was not worried

About who would see him carrying flowers,

Or about whether school supplies 

Would have been a more practical gift.

He was so deeply in love

That the how, the where and the what

Simply didn’t enter into the equation.

He gave because he loved.  

In baptism,
We have been marked with the sign of the cross

A sign of God’s love for us through Christ Jesus.

God’s love,

Poured into our hearts,

Literally changes our lives,

Freeing us being slaves to wrong doing,
And mending the separation from God,

Caused by our wrong doing.  

God’s love comes to us first,

Without our being demanded to do anything.

However, this love,

And the relationship with God,

That springs from this love,

Nourish a desire in our hearts

To worship God by giving.  

Like the young man, 

Who no longer worried 

About the implications 

Of purchasing and carrying flowers to his beloved,

We think only of the love and the blessings

That God has shared with us,

And feel compelled to give in response to this love.  

Giving from the heart,

Is not about giving to meet a budget need,

It is about needing to give,
As an act of worship to the God,

Who has shown only grace,

That so-called unmerited favor, to us.  

When we consider ourselves stewards,

Of all that God has surrounded us with,

Giving from the heart,

Means responding with love

To the grace and love that God has shown us.

As a faithful stewards
We live in the middle of God’s abundance

Trusting that God provides what is necessary 

Both for life and to accomplish God’s work on earth.

As faithful stewards,

We are able to appreciate God’s abundance

Without worrying about whether we have enough,

And whether we can possibly give enough.  

There is lots of good news in the message of God’s grace.

First of all, the good news is that God is in control.

God is the one giving the grace, the love, and the abundance.

God is the one establishing the relationship,
And God, acting through Christ Jesus, cleans up

All of the messes that could separate us from God. 

The other part to the Good News

Is that we don’t NEED to do anything.  

God doesn’t need anything from us!

a
When we talk about grace giving,

We are talking about our OWN NEED to give

As an act of worship to the grace-filled God

Who pours love into our hearts

And abundance into our lives.

On this Reformation Sunday,

We can indeed celebrate

The good news

That it is 

“Only By Grace, Are We Saved.”
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