Sermon for Lent 1B

March 1, 2009 

Texts:  Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15   

When my daughter was only a toddler,

The Muppet’s Movie came out in videotape form.

This rapidly became one of her favorite movies,

And we watched it so many times

That we actually wore out the videotape.

There is something so endearing about the Muppets’ characters.

Kermit, in particular, is just so likeable.

The original Muppet’s Movie opened

With Kermit singing “The Rainbow Connection.”

Now, I won’t attempt to sing this for you,

Because, my voice is not as good as Kermit’s,

But I do have a CD of it,

Which I am going to play for the children at the later service.

Anyone who would like to hear it,

Is welcome to listen to it after the service this morning.

I will, however, read the words to the song this morning,
Because I think that they are a good counterpoint

To this morning’s reading from Genesis.

“Why are there so many songs about rainbows,

And what’s on the other side?

Rainbows are visions, but only illusions,

And rainbows have nothing to hide,

So we’ve been told and some choose to believe it

I know they’re wrong, wait and see.

Someday we’ll find it, the rainbow connection,

The lovers, the dreamers and me.”

Someday we’ll find it, the rainbow connection.....

I think that in this morning’s reading from Genesis,

We have found the rainbow connection,

A connection that shows us a God who loves an imperfect creation.

You may have felt like something was missing from this morning’s Genesis reading.
It is a little difficult to follow what is happening,
Because the reading picks up in the middle of the Noah story,

In fact almost at the end.

We’ve missed God telling Noah to build an ark,

We’ve missed his neighbors laughing at him,

We’ve missed the 40 days in the torrential rain,

With the in-laws and the animals in the confines of a small boat,

And we’ve missed the dove finally finding dry land,

And bringing back an olive branch.

As we pick up the story in our lesson this morning, 

God is in the process of vacating the ark,

Sending Noah and his family,

Along with all the animals off the ark.

As they leave,

God blesses Noah, his family and the animals,

And tells them to be fruitful and multiply.

This advice is an echo of what God says in the original creation story,

And is not very surprising, 

Since they have a lot of work to do,

To re-populate the earth.

But our lesson from Genesis this morning focuses another part of the Noah story,
One many people either don’t remember,

Or remember incorrectly.  

After the blessing,

God brings a rainbow over the earth

And tells Noah and his family 

That is it a sign.

However, it is not a sign or reminder 

Of demands on God’s people,
It is, rather, a reminder for God,

And a sign of the covenant that God is making with all living creatures.

This is one of the few one-sided covenants in the Old Testament.

God does not require anything from humanity

Or for that matter from any other creature.
Instead, in this covenant,

God promises never again to destroy the earth.

God says, 

“When the bow is in the clouds,

I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant

Between me and every living creature that is on the earth.”

God does not use the event of the flood
To say to Noah,

See what I can do when I get angry,

See what power I have,

See you better make sure that you and your family behave.

God does not tell Noah

See the rainbow and remember God’s destructive power. 

No, God says,

Despite the fact that the human heart is inclined toward evil,

Never again will I destroy all humanity,

And the rainbow will help me remember that promise.
God has made a rainbow connection with all creatures, 

A connection based in love. 

It is significant that in the aftermath of the flood,

And the destruction of the known world,

Humans have not changed,

Have not somehow become better, more responsible or less evil.

Rather God has changed.
God has changed God’s tactics for dealing with evil.

God will no longer cut loose with unlimited power,

Destroying everything in sight, 
In attempt to get rid of evil.

Rather, God seems to be reconciled to the intermingling of good and evil.
And God voluntarily chooses to self-limit God’s own destructive power

As a means of dealing with evil.  

And this self-limitation is put in place,

Despite God’s own comment

About how God suffers in seeing all the evil in the world.

This means that God will accept humanity

With all its foibles and evilness,

Without going on another rampage,

Even when seeing the evil in human hearts hurts God.

Now, there are times when undoubtedly,

We wish God would just go on a rampage

And just take out all the nasty, bad, evil people.

I know there have been times,

When I have wondered,

Why doesn’t God do something about...

You can fill in the blanks

With your own favorite cause or injustice,
That you wish God would take on. 

Yet God’s choice to refrain from responding to human evil with total destruction,
Means God has chosen to work within the context of the evil world

And find a different way to redeem it from inside. 

As much as we sometimes wish God

Would take on our particular problematic evil,

There is a much good news 

In God’s promise of not destroying the world because of evil.

Although it is much easier to recognize

The evils and wrongs outside of ourselves, 

Without God’s promise of the rainbow connection,

The trigger for God’s rage

Might just be found inside of our own hearts. 

In this Lenten season,

As you begin your personal time

Of introspection, prayer, reflection and repentance,

You will most likely find some things inside yourself which might bring God to rage.

God’s promise to accept human beings 

Despite the evil and sin in their hearts

Does not just apply to the other guy,

But also to you.
God has made a rainbow connection

Grounded in love

To you and to each human being, and each other living creature.
It took several millennia 

From the original rainbow covenant

For God to complete the rainbow connection

In the birth of his son as a human being.

The reading from 1 Peter this morning

Reminds us that in the story of Noah,

God saved 8 people from the flood,

But now God saves you through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

Those who came after Noah

Were saved from earth’s total destruction 
Because of the covenant of the rainbow, made through Noah.
Because of the later covenant that God made

Through the birth, death and resurrection 

Of his son Jesus Christ,

Not only will you avoid destruction of the earth by massive flood,

But you will actually be snatched from the power of evil

That lurks around you daily.

Water, which was a symbol of destruction in Noah’s time,

Has become for you, 
A life giving force

Which through Jesus’ baptism and your own baptism,

Fights the destructive power of evil in your life.  

You might wonder why we are spending time this morning

Talking about an old covenant that God made

Numerous millennia ago,

When we live in such difficult times today.

I believe that the rainbow covenant is important

Because it gives us glimpses into the nature of God

That we don’t often have a chance to talk about.
Many people are horrified at the story of Noah,
And wonder about a God

Who would choose to destroy all that God had created,

Even if human beings had turned out to be more evil than God could have imagined.  

I believe that the Biblical description of the rainbow covenant,
Gives us just a sense 

Of the horror that God feels at the destruction of the earth,

And a glimpse of way in which God changed in the aftermath of the flood.

Again note that humanity did not change after the flood,

And still did not change after the birth and death of Jesus.

Humans are still able to be tempted and seduced by the forces of evil.

Any news article today or any other day gives ample evidence of that.

What changed was God and the way God deals with evil.
With the rainbow, with Jesus’ resurrection

And, most importantly for us, with our baptisms,

We learn that evil does not have the last word.

After the flood, in the covenant of the rainbow,

God promised to not use mass destruction to destroy evil.
Rather, through our baptisms, God gets inside each one of us
To fight the evil that rages within us.

With baptism, God uses the microsurgery of redemption,
Rather than the jack hammer of a destroying flood

To attack evil.  

As we heard from the Gospel of Mark this morning,

Jesus was still wet from his own baptism,

When the Spirit drove him into the wilderness

To be tempted by Satan’s evil forces. 

This morning and each morning, you awaken as a baptized person,

Equipped with God’s power

To fight the temptations that will be thrown at you.

God has made a rainbow connection to you,

Carried out in the waters of baptism,
A sign of God’s love for you. 

As a reminder of the power of God’s love,

I would like ask you to open your hymnals to page 1166

And read with me the words to “The Morning Blessing.”

A part of Luther’s Small Catechism.  

We will start with the words “I give thanks to you”

“I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,

That you have graciously protected me through the night from all harm and danger.

I ask that you would also protect me today from sin and all evil, 

So that my life and actions might please you.

Into your hands I commend myself: my body, my soul, and all that is mine.

Let your holy angel be with me, 

So that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen”
On the other side of Kermit’s proverbial rainbow,

Begins God’s rainbow connection, protecting you from evil 

And connecting the love of God to you in Christ Jesus. 
Amen
PAGE  
6

