Sermon for Baptism of our Lord

January 11, 2009 

Texts:  Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

You may have noticed something different,
And perhaps a little disorienting

About our readings this morning.

Changing the order of the readings,

With me reading the Gospel

Before Bob read the second lesson was deliberate

And not a liturgical mistake. 

It seemed to make a more logical sequence

To start at the beginning,

With Jesus’ baptism in the Gospel of Mark,

Before going on to the baptism of believers,
In the name of Jesus,

In the Book of Acts.

In Mark’s Gospel,

Jesus’ baptism is the beginning.

The beginning of the heavens tearing open,

The beginning of baptism with the Spirit

The beginning of Jesus’ ministry,
And the beginning of baptism for believers

In the beginning...

It seems like we have heard a lot about beginnings 

In the past couple of weeks.  

A few weeks ago,

During Advent,

We heard the beginning of this week’s Gospel lesson

And the beginning of the Gospel of Mark,

Which begins with,

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ....

Last week, we heard from the beginning of the Gospel of John

Which begins,

In the beginning was the Word...

And this morning we heard from the book of Genesis,

Whose very title means beginning,

About how in the beginning,

God’s voice spoke the world into existence.
And then in the Gospel lesson,

Just nine verses into the beginning of Mark’s Gospel,

We heard about how

Everything begins with Jesus’ baptism.
Unlike Matthew and Luke,

Mark does not begin with Jesus’ birth,

Or with a genealogy,

For Mark the beginning is Jesus’ baptism.

Mark is the action oriented Gospel.

No sooner does John the Baptist

Talk about the One Coming

Who will baptize with the Holy Spirit,

Then pouf, in the next verse,

Jesus is there being baptized.
And then immediately the Holy Spirit descends on him,
And God’s voice speaks

The beginning of Jesus’ ministry into existence.
Baptism was the beginning of Jesus’ ministry

And baptism is the beginning of our new lives into Christ.

This morning, one little boy, Brodie Martell,

Will have a new beginning as a child of God.

His great-grandmother Sue shared a story with me earlier this week,

Of how Brodie was so excited about his upcoming baptism

And special it was going to be,

That he wanted to wear his favorite Robin suit this morning.

Although his family might not have been too pleased,

Perhaps, since the Gospel of Mark is so action oriented,

The Robin suit might really have been the appropriate dress.

It would have equipped Brodie

To be ready for the action of his baptism,

And his new beginning.  

Every pastor has a story or two
That he or she can relate from favorite baptisms. 

One that I particularly like

Comes from a pastor in Chicago.

Pastor Sarah was sitting in her office one afternoon,

When one of the ten year olds from her congregation

Wandered into her office,

Still in his soccer uniform and Cubs baseball cap.

“Pastor Sarah,” he said,

“I want to be baptized.”

When she asked why,

He responded,

“All the kids in my Sunday School class are baptized,

And I want to be, too.”

She looked up and questioned him,

“Do you really want to be baptized,

Just because everybody else is?”

Lifting his freckled face to her,

He said,

“I want to be baptized,

Because I want to belong to God.”

She was so touched by his comment,

That she said,

“How about next Sunday?”

His smile disappeared and he looked upset.

He said, “Do I really have to be baptized 

In front of all the people in church?

Can’t I just be baptized by my friend in the river?”

It was Pastor Sarah’s turn to look concerned.

The boy looked up at her and said,

“Well, Jesus was baptized by his cousin in the river,

Wasn’t he?”

Pastor Sarah tried to turn this into a teaching moment,

And replied, “If you are baptized in the river by a friend,

How would the church recognize it?”

The 10 year old ‘trumped’ her when he replied,

“I guess they would have to know by my new way of living.”

The boy hit the nail on the head.

Baptism is a new way of living.
The beginning of a new life in Christ.

In Mark’s Gospel in Jesus’ baptism,

The Holy Spirit descends,

And equips Jesus to begin his ministry.

Just to be sure that he is ready,

In the next lines in the Gospel,

The Spirit whisks him off to be tested by Satan,

Which we will hear about in a few weeks.

In the Book of Acts,

When the twelve believers are baptized,

The Holy Spirit descends into them

And they begin to speak in tongues.  

In this church,

When a child or adult is baptized,

With water and God’s Word,

In the name of the triune God,

A new beginning starts with the gift of the Holy Spirit,
Complete with a new eternal life,

And freedom from sin.
In your baptism,

God transforms you so that in your new life,

You are able to make a commitment,

To the ministry of Jesus Christ, 

To living in the community of Christ,

And to showing Christ to the world in word and deed. 

When a child is baptized,

God uses parents, godparents, and the whole Christian community,

To help a child live this new life in Christ.

When an adult is baptized, 

The community supports and prays for him or her,

As they begin their new life.

Jesus, too, began a new life after his baptism,

And his new life is the beginning of the new creation,

Which means a new relationship between God and us. 

The beginning of this new creation,

Is described in the Gospel of Mark

As being marked by dramatic signs.

One of the signs,

Is the breaking open of the heavens.

From a theological standpoint,

This is a clear indication 
That God, who, up until this point,

Has been far up in the heavens,

Removed and not visible by human beings,

Is now made visible in the presence of His Son Jesus Christ.

The second sign

Is the dove-like appearance of the Holy Spirit.

The appearance of the Holy Spirit,

Is another indication of God’s changed relationship with us.

The Holy Spirit is sent by God

To help and guide us.

And in our baptisms, 
It is the Holy Spirit which is given as a gift,

To equip us to live out the mission

To which God calls us. 

The last sign,
Which Mark describes as occurring at Jesus’ baptism

Is the voice of God,

Declaring Jesus as His Son.

At our baptisms,

It is the voice of God,

Which calls us by name

And makes us a child of God.

Unlike us,

Jesus did not have to be baptized

To be set free from sin,

Or to become a child of God.

Jesus was already God’s Son,

Born perfect and free from sin.

Jesus was baptized,

As a sign for us, 

As the beginning of new age,

The age in which the barriers between God and us

Are blown apart.

The beginning of the new creation
In which God is present and among us.

Today, in this sanctuary,

The presence of God is made known to you,

In Word and Sacrament.

You have heard the Word of God proclaimed,
As the Gospel of Mark makes Jesus’ baptism come alive.

The crucified Christ will be made known to you

In the Bread and Wine, shared in this community
Around this table

And in a few moments, you will witness
The gift of the Holy Spirit,

Given to Brodie in Word and Water. 
As you watch the Spirit descend into Brodie,

You will be called to give thanks to God

For the gift of your own baptism. 

In your baptism,

You were given a new beginning,

Washed free from sin and made a child of God.

This new beginning happens every day for you,

As each day, the old sinner in you,

Is drowned in the waters of baptism,

And the new you rises to live with God forever.

Thanks be to God

For the gift of the Holy Spirit,

Which unites you with Christ in baptism,

And makes you ever new.
Amen
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